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TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY 

WATERWAYS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 3, 2019 

6:30 PM PUBLIC MEETING 

 

The September 3, 2019 meeting of the Berkeley Township Waterway Advisory Commission took 

place at 6:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building located at 627 Pinewald Keswick Road, Bayville, NJ. 

The meeting opened with the salute to the flag. Gail Hickey, Recording Secretary, recorded the 

meeting. Roll call was taken by Mrs. Hickey, following the Salute to the Flag. 

 

A.  SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

 

B.  ROLL CALL: Present: Chairman William McGrath, Frederick Bekiarian, Robert Nunn, Larry 

Borio, Lee Gashlin, and Jerry Bollettieri. Absent: Beth Collis, Vito Esposito, Thomas Bellinato, 

and Council Liaison James Byrnes. Also present was the Township Engineer, Pamela Hilla, P.E., 

C.F.M. 

 

C.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM July 2, 2019. Motion by Mr. Gashlin to accept minutes with 

minor corrections, seconded by Mr. Bollettieri. Ayes carried motion. 

 

D.  OLD BUSINESS: 

 

 

1. Amherst Beach, Park Playground & Flagpole Dedication Ceremony (Secretary Bekiarian) 

 

Chairman McGrath thanked Fred Bekiarian for the excellent job he did in planning and 

coordinating the ceremony. 

 

Mr. Bekiarian read his report into the minutes: 

 

On Saturday, August 24, BSHCA (Berkeley Shores Homeowners Civic Association) took part 

assisting Mayor Carmen Amato and township officials in the dedication of our Amherst Beach 

recreation site. It was a special day attended by residents of Berkeley Shores and Berkeley 

Township. So many members were present to represent us and show support for our 

association and to show appreciation to the township for our Beach/Park complex. A special 

thank you to our Parks Department for their attention to the grounds and to our Fire 

Department for their display of our American flag. 
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Four dedication ceremonies were presented, starting at 9 AM. 

 

The first was the dedication of the Amherst Beach, heretofore named the Clifford B. Wright 

Beach at Amherst. A decorative and impressive sign was placed at center beach and unveiled. 

Several members of his family were present, including his wife and sons. They addressed the 

audience in appreciation of the honor bestowed upon their loved one. Mayor Amato presented 

to the family, a proclamation which detailed the contributions Clifford B. Wright made to the 

township spanning 60 years. 

 

The second dedication moved the audience to the front of the old Mastapeter property, 

located at the inlet entrance, to be name Mastapeter Park in honor of the Mastapeter family. A 

proclamation was read by Mayor Amato, acknowledging their generosity in the purchase 

agreement of the property and presented to the family. Anthony Mastapeter addressed the 

audience on behalf of the family in appreciation for the naming of the park. 

 

After the unveiling of the sign, the audience moved to the third dedication site, the naming of 

the playground to be Angel Playground in Memory of Kimerlee Maison. The recently installed 

play gym replaced the playground equipment from the beach area, destroyed by Hurricane 

Sandy. That equipment was funded years ago through $30,000 in private donations and 

dedicated to Kimerlee, who died in an automobile accident in 2004. She was a much loved 

educator in the Berkeley School system. A proclamation, in remembrance of Kimerlee Maison 

was read by Mayor Amato and will be presented to the family. 

The last and fourth ceremony would be the flagpole in Commemoration of our Military, 
dedicated by BSHCA. BSHCA funded the flagpole, plaque and landscape platform as their 
contribution to the park in honor of our fallen military. BSHCA president, John Sowakinas, 
addressed the audience. He applauded the township for the purchase of the Mastapeter 
property, making it possible to expand and develop the park into what we see here today. 
John thanked board member, John Schnitzer, for the erection of the flagpole and preparation of 
the site for dedication.  

 Our 1st Ward Councilman, James Byrnes, Vietnam Vet, Purple Heart and Bronze Star recipient 
would do the honors of dedicating the flagpole. Some excerpts from his speech as follows: 

  
This dedication ceremony is a time to set apart a special spot in order to honor and memorialize 
those veterans who served our country in war time and who currently serve to protect the 
nation. Our liberties and values stand safe today because of the brave men and women who 
have been ready to face the fire. From time to time when you visit this park, pause for a 
moment and think of what this simple site represents. Countless men and women died in 
defense of those stars and stripes, affording us the liberties we are privileged to enjoy and so 
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often take for granted. Ask God’s protection on all of those serving our country in all parts of 
the world.  

 
 

Navy veterans and BSHCA members, Bob Gale and Sandy Perc next raised our flag in 
commemoration of the fallen. As the flag was raised the National Anthem was played, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance. Our program and the dedication ceremony ended with God Bless 
America.  

All were thanked for their participation on this special day.  Special thanks to Mayor Carmen 
Amato, Council members, BSHCA members, John Sowakinas, John Schnitzer, Nancy Wieme, Bob 
Gale and Sandy Perc for their participation. 

 

2.  Meeting with NJDOT regard general dredging issues September 24, 10 AM at Town Hall. 
(Chairman McGrath) 

There will be a meeting at the Town Hall on September 24, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. to discuss 
general dredging issues in Berkeley Township. Chairman McGrath, Mr. Borio and Mr. Gashlin 
will attend the meeting. The previously scheduled meeting was delayed, as the DOT Supervisor 
wanted to be in attendance and other scheduling conflicts. Ms. Hilla also contacted the NJDEP 
to invite anyone that would be interested in attending the upcoming meeting.  

 

3.  Testing of Allen Road Beach sand to be used on Butler Beach. (Pamela Hilla) 

Ms. Hilla said that it would cost $10,000 to test sand and this would require DEP approval. 
However, only one quote was received from approximately seven companies contacted. She 
said that she would attempt to get other quotes. 

Testing would include looking for petroleum, metals, nitrates, organics, and the size of grains to 
see if it suitable for use on the beach.  

  

4.  Clean Ocean Action Beach Sweeps for October 28, 2019. (Commissioner Collis) 
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Ms. Collis was not in attendance. Chairman McGrath suggested that the trail between Dudley 
Park and leading to The Trestle be this year’s project. It was the Commissioners consensus that 
this area be recommended for the cleanup. 

Mr. Gashlin suggested contacting Surf Riders Association to see if they would like to take the 
lead and work on a South Seaside Park cleanup. 

Motion by Mr. Bollettiere and seconded by Mr. Nunn to clean the trail between Dudley Park 
and The Trestle. Ayes carried the motion. 

Mr. McGrath said he would contact Ms. Collis to take care of this. Mr. Bollettiere also suggested 
getting the Boys Scouts and the ROTC involved in this project. He would contact the appropriate 
people. 

 

5. South Seaside Park Bay Beachfront improvements (All) 

It was brought up that Leanne again attended the last Township Council meeting and is 
unhappy with any improvements that have been presented. 

Ms. Hilla has a conceptual plan for decking over the outfall line. She suggested that the 
Engineer’s office, or the Mayor contact Leanne with the plan. Mr. McGrath believed that the 
Mayor visited with residents there. 

Ms. Hilla said she would speak to both Mr. Dittenhoffer and Mayor Amato regarding the 
presentation of the conceptual plan. 

 

6.  Amherst Beach weekend usage spreadsheet report. (Secretary Bekiarian) 

Mr. Bekiarian visited the beach six or seven times. He visited at various times, on different days. 
He said the most people on the beach were twenty-one. He said there may have been more 
people at times he wasn’t there; however, it didn’t appear that this amount of people justified 
hiring a lifeguard.  Mr. McGrath suggested that this be looked at once again next year. With 
recent improvements, it is possible that the beach may become more popular.  

 

7.  Follow-up on Moorage Lagoon water depths. (Chairman McGrath) 

Mr. McGrath read letter from John N. Ernst, P.E., P.P., Office of Ocean County Engineer: 
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This letter is in response to your recent correspondence to this office regarding silting of the 
lagoon the south side of Veeder Lane in Berkeley Township. Please be advised the Ocean 
County Road Department is investigating the situation. 

Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention. Should you have any further concerns, 
please do not hesitate to contact this office. 

 

Mr. McGrath said that this concerns the end of the lagoons. He wanted them to dredge as 
much as possible. This addresses Moorage Avenue, but other lagoons will also need to be taken 
care of. Mr. Gashlin suggested the possibility of a shared service agreement with the county to 
go further into this lagoon. Since their equipment would be there, it would be more cost 
effective than having an outside company come in and have to setup up their equipment. 

Ms. Hilla spoke to the concern of other lagoons. Clamming Creek is in Phase I of dredging. She 
said that the NJDOT is looking to work with municipalities with local aid agreements. She noted 
the need to prioritize what areas needed to be dredged. In addition, the county is working with 
other municipalities on similar projects. She expected these things to be discussed at the 
upcoming meeting with the DOT. 

Mr. Borio brought up the need for maintenance dredging. Other areas that need maintenance 
were discussed, including Sand Bar Road. Also, discussion entailed various areas that could be 
used to place dredging materials. These would be abandoned, landlocked, lagoons.  

 

8.  Status of ongoing waterfront projects by Township Engineer (Pamela Hilla, P.E., C.F.M.) 

ENGINEERS REPORT FOR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2019 

1.      Projects in the design phase                                                                                                                        

A. Allen Road Beach Restoration (Our File: 1506-U-034) 

A pre-application meeting was held on February 20, 2018 at the NJDOT office in 

Trenton.  The meeting was attended by Lindsey Davis, an Environmental Scientist with 

the Division of Land Use Regulation, William McGrath and John LeCompte as well as two 

NJDEP interns.  Installation of rip-rap along the edge of the water was discussed and if 

the rip rap is located above the mean high water line, should be approved. 

 Regarding the debris removal, the NJDEP stated that concrete debris can be removed 

without a permit but if it is part of a foundation that extends significantly below the 
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surface, a permit will be required. Further investigation needs to be performed by 

Township to verify if it is surface debris or buried foundations. 

  

An alternate shoreline stabilization project to install a structural breakwater into the 

waterway with a vegetated living shoreline was discussed as an option, however the 

project is on hold until a funding source is established.  Bruno Associates prepared a 

2018 Water Quality Grant Application that was submitted August of 2018. NJDEP 

released the award list and this project was not selected for grant funding. No change at 

this time. 

B. NJDEP Pre-application Meeting Request for Future Projects  

A pre-application meeting was held on February 20, 2018 at the NJDOT office in 

Trenton.  The meeting was attended by Lindsey Davis, an Environmental Scientist with 

the Division of Land Use Regulation, William McGrath and John LeCompte as well as two 

NJDEP interns.  The Bayview Avenue in South Seaside Park project was discussed.  The 

Township would like to install a bulkhead along the Barnegat Bay shoreline from 23rd 

Avenue to 24th Avenue.  The bulkhead would tie into the new concrete cable matting to 

the north and tie into the bulkhead at the marina to the south. 

 Regarding installation of a bulkhead along South Bayview Avenue in South Seaside 

Park there was a discussion as to how far from the road the bulkhead would be 

constructed.  Lindsey Davis stated that it would be easier to permit the project if the 

bulkhead were constructed closer to the road and away from the existing 

vegetation.  The installation of a different type of stabilization would also be preferable 

in the eyes of the NJDEP.   

No further action is being taken at this time.  

C. Clamming Creek Dredging Project (Our File: 1506-U-114)  

Survey has been completed and the design/permitting plans have been started for this 

project. A formal request was sent to Kevin Applegate, Ocean County Steward of Green 

Acres, to determine if a diversion application would be required for the use of dredge 

material for habitat enhancement. RVE is waiting on a response from Green Acres. A 

letter of support was received from Ocean County for the use of the Natural Lands Trust 

Fund property to be used for marsh restoration utilizing dredge material.  
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RVE was informed by NJDOT that the Clamming Creek is a NJDOT maintained waterway 

and that they will be required to review the proposed dredge limits to confirm they are 

not in conflict with the NJDOTs master plan. Plans and specifications were submitted to 

NJDOT on 7/1/19 for review. RVE is obtaining quotes to perform sampling of Clamming 

Creek and the Lagoon Area. Permit to Enter the site has been received from Ocean 

County to survey the Lagoon.  A meeting has been scheduled with NJDOT and Ocean 

County for September 24th at 10 am in Berkeley Twp to discuss moving the project 

forward.  

  

D. 23rd Avenue Outfall Decking Project (Our File: 1506-U-135) 

Survey work has been requested, and permit application and fees are being prepared 

for the construction of an 8 ft with deck walkover with handrails to help buffer the 

outfall pipe in this area.  A conceptual plan was prepared, final design is being worked 

on. 

2.      Projects in the construction phase: 

A. Teakwood Drive Bulkhead (1506-U-092 Various Drainage) 

Our office is waiting on a schedule from Earle for the completion of these 

improvements. A site inspection was performed by Contractor, to stabilize the area it is 

required that 2 new tie rods be installed tying into the existing bulkhead. A written 

authorization from the homeowner will be required to proceed; this is almost complete 

at this time. Our office is waiting on the homeowner to return from vacation. 

B. North Bay, Maple Drive and Longview Roadway Reconstruction (Our File: 

1506-U-120)  

The project was awarded at the May 20th Council Meeting to CJ Hesse; contract have 

been received and the Pre-Construction meeting is scheduled for July 3rd. It is 

anticipated the construction will commence in September of 2019.  

C. Various Drainage Our File: 1506-U-132 

Project shall be rebid to remove the bulkheading from the project scope. Drainage and 

grading improvements are being proposed at Huntley Avenue and Normandy Avenue, 

Harbor Inn Road, Bay Boulevard and South Bayview Avenue, 22nd Avenue, Ocean 
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Avenue and Sunset Drive South. Project was bid July 2nd and was awarded to Shore Top 

Construction Corp at the July 22nd Council Meeting. Construction is anticipated to 

commence fall of 2019. 

D. Bulkhead Projects (Our File: 1506-U-133)  

Due to high pricing received from bidding, Maple Drive Bulkhead and Main Street 

Bulkhead replacement will be pulled from the various drainage project and bid as its 

own project. RVE is hoping to get more competitive pricing for the bulkhead 

improvements. Project was bid in August and was awarded to TR Weniger Inc. at the 

August 26th Council Meeting. Construction is anticipated to commence in fall of 2019. 

  

3.      Grant Applications: 

A. Moorage Park Retention Basin 

The project consists of constructing a retention basin at the Little League Complex 

between Moorage Avenue and Red Bank Avenue.  The proposed retention basin will be 

located to the northeast of the existing VCC Building.  Our office has prepared a 

preliminary cost estimate and submitted a preliminary Environmental Infrastructure 

Trust Fund application to help obtain funding and keep the project moving 

forward.  Plans, specifications and a stormwater management report are being 

finalized.  Additional funding sources will also be explored.   

A response to the initial NJEIT application was received from the NJDEP and additional 

information was requested including location of wetlands and an archeological 

survey.  An LOI for the property was provided by the Little League and our office has 

submitted to the NJDEP.  In addition, the Township Attorney has found the original 

filing documents for the property to transfer title from the Berkeley Board of 

Education.  The Township has re-sent the information to the Board of Education for 

execution and will move forward to file as soon as possible.   Once we receive the filed 

deed it will be forwarded to the NJEIT.    A resolution has been received from the Board 

of Education for the property, but the approval of the Department of Education is 

required prior to filing the deed.  The NJEIT application is proceeding but the NJDEP 

application will require the owner’s signature. RVE prepared and submitted a DEP 

Barnegat Bay Water Quality Restoration Grant to assist with funding on August 30th. 

NJDEP released the award list and this project was not selected for grant funding. No 

further action is proposed at this time. 
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B. Main Street Park and Boat Ramp  

RVE is preparing a conceptual plan for a boat ramp at Main Street which would include 
new bulkhead stabilized boat ramp, parking, trailer parking and playground area. RVE 
is reviewing different funding sources and there is a potential funding source through 
Green Acres. Berkeley Township will be received a grant packet from Green Acres 
Grants & Loans – NJDEP in either November or December outlining the application 
process. The funding is intended to promote and preserve outdoor recreation facilities 
and projects. Bruno Associates prepared a Green Acres Grant for the construction of a 
boat ramp, parking lot and playground area at Main Street. Application was submitted 
to Green Acres in March; the application was deemed complete by Green Acres and is 
under review by NJDEP. RVE received comments back from USACE and NJDEP. Our 
office is required to provide the size and draughts of the vessels that will utilize the 
proposed boat ramp. 

 

4.   Additional Items 

A. Elevation of Roadways 

The Waterways Commission discussed prioritization of the elevation of low-lying 

roadways that frequently flood. Discussions were made about preparing a Planning 

Report to identify and prioritize the critical low-lying roadways within the Township. 

Survey work is being performed by RVE review the ability to perform crown and 

driveway elevations under various areas. Low lying areas in Evergreen, Main and 

Balsam are being investigated under various drainage capital funding. Temporary 

Construction easements are required for all improvements that encroach onto private 

properties. 

B. USACE Beach Replenishment Project 

Beach replenishment has been completed in Berkeley Township except for cross over 

locations. Work in Berkeley Township is substantially complete. Cross overs have been 

turned over to the Township; supplemental dune grass planting is planned for fall on 

2019.  

C. Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant – 2018 

Two (2) of the thirteen (13) properties were selected by FEMA to advance in the grant 

process. A formal approval by FEMA is still pending at this time. 

D. Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant - 2019 
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2019 Fiscal Year FMA program will open September 30th and applications are due 

November 30th. RVE is working with residents who were not selected in 2018 to 

reapply for funding.  

E. Municipal Public Access Plan 

The Township required correspondence from NJDEP stating that the MPAP is compliant 

with the Coastal Zone Management Rule, however it does not address measure to 

protect access in perpetuity.  The Township approved the Deed of Perpetual Public 

Access at the June 24th Council Meeting and is was submitted to NJDEP. NJDEP 

requested that ordinance amendments be finalized with the Twp and that the Final 

MPAP by submitted to NJDEP to be published in their database. RVE is coordinating 

with Twp Attorney to have ordinance amendments completed.  

  

F. NJDOT Local Aide Dredging Projects 

On June 27th a meeting was held with NJDOT and RVE to discuss a mechanism for 

funding of various drainage projects in Berkeley Township. NJDOT had several 

waterways that require dredging however are looking for a site to utilize for the dredge 

material. NJDOT has requested a meeting with Berkeley Township and Ocean County to 

discuss the opportunity to evaluate the full dredging need for the area including 

Municipal and State to enter into a local aide agreement with the state. Program is 

funding similar to NJDOT Road Program and is looking to provide a viable funding 

source. A meeting is scheduled on September 24th at 10 am with NJDOT and Ocean 

County to discuss further. 

~ End of Report~ 

E. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Eutrophication complaint from 57 Top Sail Court (Chairman McGrath) 

Mr. McGrath explained:  Mother Nature and homeowners fertilizing their lawns has caused the 

problem. With this past week’s rain, it did clear up some. It is an expensive project, but it has 

been around for a while. 

Mr. McGrath handed out “Water Quality Strategies Proposal for Berkeley Shores,” prepared by 

BSHCA Environmental Committee. Page four, includes pictures of the Moorage Avenue lagoon 

at its worst. The fertilizer washes into the lagoon and the algae feeds off it and starts to die off 
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when the nitrogen in the water is used up. This causes the water to turn brown and foamy that 

lets off the hydrogen sulfide gas. 

Page ten of the report shows a lagoon with no algae.  This is due to the water purified from the 

150 acre salt marsh being returned to the lagoon. It takes all the nitrogen out of the water. In 

Glen Cove mostly all the lagoons empty into the bay. 

Page thirteen of the report shows a pipeline that is currently collapsed. Mr. McGrath said that 

by restoring this pipe, it would restore water circulation in the lagoons. He pointed out that it 

would be the most cost effective way to restore the lagoon water quality. The pipe is only 30 

feet long and would be a simple and inexpensive way to correct this problem. The biggest 

obstacle would be an easement owned by a utility company. He gave Ms. Hilla a copy of surveys 

of the lagoons with the pipe. Repairing the pipe at the Landings would greatly improve the 

water quality in this area. 

A resolution to suggest replacement of the existing draining pipe would be beneficial in solving 

this problem. Motion by Mr. Bollettiere, seconded by Mr. Nunn for the Chairman to draw up a 

resolution to be memorialized at the next meeting. Motion carried. 

Mr. Bollettiere brought up a complaint regarding Pier Street (three or four streets south of the 

AT &T building) with an old drainpipe that has not been cleaned out for thirty to forty years. It 

is clogged up and the water drains into the street. There is no barrier. It needs a flapper valve. 

Mr. McGrath said he will investigate this. 

F. MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC 

Mr. Figler of 62 Ocean Gate Avenue, Bayville, spoke. He said that marking on the Bayview 

Avenue bridge clearance says one thing, while his depth gauge differs than the depth posted. 

The Moorage lagoon is also very shallow. He asked why the water drains at the end of Veeder 

Lane versus into the woods.  

Mr. McGrath pointed out that in the past they tried to correct this problem, but that the 

engineer at the time said that it was an environmentally sensitive area. There were a number of 

excuses for it not being drained into the marsh versus the lagoons.  

There was a discussion regarding the catch basins on Veeder Lane, and the problems in that 

area. Mr. McGrath explained that they suggested several ways to correct the problem in the 

past, but they ran into problems with state approval.  

Mr. McGrath gave Mr. Figler a copy of the letter received from the county. He is waiting for a 

response on how it can be resolved. 
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With no further new business, Mr. Bolliettiere made the motion to adjourn. Mr. Nunn seconded 

the motion. The motion carried. 

NEXT BTWWAC MEETING—October 1, 2019 at 6:30 PM 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gail Hickey 


